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I can just feel it,
the big ones are gonna

start biting soon.

Revenge 

at last!

1

"Okay, maybe it only weighed two hundred pounds." 



It's okay, there's
nothing to be

scared of. 

Just let your bait
hang in the water

like this.

And wait for that
big one to bite. 

SPLA
SH!

I guess that's what they
mean about the one

that got away.

Fishlore & More
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Late winter & early spring
crankbait tips

Focus on the current breaks. The water gets dirtier
as the water levels rise in late winter and early
spring. Bass are better positioned in predictable
areas such eddies behind boulders, slack water
behind points, and other current deflection when
the water is rising. 

Use balsa finesse crankbaits. Many fishermen start
off with smaller crankbaits with a softer action and
have more success. Many typically start by casting
a balsa flat-sided crankbait at shallow water,
making sure to make contact with the cover as  
 you reel in the bait. Similar to jerkbaits, the best
baits have a gradual rise that keeps them in the
striking zone for longer. This might be crucial for
gaining strikes in cold water. 

Always maintain bottom contact. Bass with a
modern influence hugs the ground and any
important cover components tightly. The strike
window is smaller in cold, murky water, so be sure
to place and maintain your bait there.
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Set up a light rod. Because bass frequently skin
hook in cold water, many pros choose a light
power rod with a slower taper to prevent hook
tearing. The best straight fluorocarbon for reaching
maximum running depth is in the 10- to 12-pound
test range.

Have a number of crankbaits available. Try varying
running depths to locate various fish populations.
To work nearby edges and flats, try following up a
shallow cranking pass with a deeper diver. A 4- to
6-foot diving bait can only sustain easy bottom
contact for a short period of time whereas an 8- to
10-foot diver works a very fruitful depth zone. In
conclusion, be prepared with subtle shallow- and
mid-depth baits. 

Crankbaits with neutral buoyancy or gradual rise
qualities, as noted above, aid in keeping the lure
where it matters. Include pauses, pulls, and
interactions with the cover and structure as the bait
rams into it and careens over it. 
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Fish Tales

The fisherman vs The Sucker. Who will win?

Do you really expect
me to believe that you

caught a 28-inch
trout?  Really??? 
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Be sure to "match the hatch"
when selecting your type and
size of flies. You want to imitate
the size of the insects that are
currently hatching. During the
hatch, fish become highly picky,
and size is the most important
determining factor.

Pro Tip
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Oh my hell, Harry,
I'm having my

worst nightmare! 

This was the day that Mary Jane's goal to outfish
the boys came back to bite her.
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Muskies and pike enjoy hiding in cold water. As a result, take caution to
first check the water's temperature before casting your rod. Muskies
usually enjoy swimming in water that is between 60 and 70 degrees
Fahrenheit. Pike, on the other hand, favors waters that are 50 to 55
degrees.
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Pro Tip
When you are trolling, make
sure that your lures appear to
swim in a lifelike manner. Try
accelerating a little bit if they
appear lethargic.
 
On the other hand, ease back on
the throttle if the lures appear
spastic and unnatural in how
they appear to swim. The fish
can tell the difference, and it will
make a difference in how many
fish you catch. 

10



I don’t always tell my
secret fishing spots,

but when I do...
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Number 5-weight fly rods are typically considered the
best all-around option for anglers. 5-weight fly rods can
manage delicate casts in alpine streams and 20-inch
trout in rivers and lakes. 

The 5-weight may be an excellent all-around pick for
most fishermen, but perhaps not for you. 

How do you know which fly rod weight to use? 

Fly rod weight refers to what size fishing line you can
use. A 5-weight fly rod is meant for a 5-weight line.
Every fly rod lets you increase or reduce the fly line by
one step. A 5-weight rod can employ a 4-, 5-, or 6-
weight line. So with the three line weights, you can fish
small mountain streams or larger rivers with hard-
fighting trout. That's why a 5-weight is a fantastic all-
around pick. 

The size and species of fish you'll be casting at will help
you choose the optimal all-around fly rod weight. 

Which  fly  rod  weight  is
best? 
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If you fish primarily in small alpine streams and creeks,
a 5-weight may be too hefty. If you're going to fight 10
to 12" brook trout all day, get a 4-weight or 3-weight fly
rod. The lighter weight will help you finesse the fish and
improve your experience. 

If you are making long casts and fighting larger fish in
bigger rivers, a 6-weight may be a better choice for you.
The reality is that you need to decide what type of
fishing you are planning, and that will help you pick the
rod size.
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GOVERNMENT REGULATED FISH
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Pro Tip
Choose the right fishing line for
the approximate weight of fish
you are trying to catch. i.e.- 4-
pound test for trout, 30-pound
test for tuna. If you are new to
fishing, ask someone at a Pro
Shop what they consider best for
your fishing style and type of fish
you are going after. 
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Natural Evolution
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Should we tell this guy
that none of us are going

to bite? 

'Cause his bait is crap the
boat's ugly too.

MOM!!!

Photo 10444118 / Fishing Bathroom © Patrick Barry | Dreamstime.com

https://www.dreamstime.com/royalty-free-stock-photos-boy-fishing-toilet-image10444118
https://www.dreamstime.com/photos-images/fishing-bathroom.html
https://www.dreamstime.com/patrickbarry_info
https://www.dreamstime.com/photos-images/fishing-bathroom.html


BOOMER'S WORLD
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Kayak fishing requires the angler to learn how to
steady the kayak while he/she attempts to paddle
through the waters; this is a necessary component of
the entire procedure. So here are a couple of
suggestions for those who are interested in learning
more about kayak fishing:

KAYAK FISHING

Kayak fishing takes a long time to learn how to do well.
The time it takes to learn how to fish from a kayak can
be frustrating and sometimes takes years. Having an
old-timer help, you is about as close as you can get to
a shortcut. It's always best to have an experienced
kayaker take the first-timer under his/her wing and let
the newbie go fishing with them in a kayak. 
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Try to keep the kayak stable while dealing with
catching larger fish; it is advisable to have an anchor. 

2. Always keep the hatches closed
When fishing from a kayak, it is advisable to keep the
hatches closed. Keeping the hatches closed prevents
loss of your tackle as well as keeping water from
entering the kayak. 

3. Plan Ahead

As with any activity, it is essential that a person adopts
some safety precautions and do some checking before
getting starting. The angler should always be aware of
the weather, the tide, and other kayaking-related safety
issues. It is wise to let someone know your general
location before entering the water. 

1. Put safety first.
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OUT OF
STOCK

Some people say that a bad day
of fishing is still better than a
good day at work. I say, a bad
day of fishing is the perfect day
to catch a beer.
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Pro Tip
 Use brightly colored baits when
fishing in muddy water and use
more subtle colors when you're
in clear water.

                      Even the smallest catfish has more than 250,000 taste buds.
But that's only the tip of the sensory iceberg when it comes to catfish. 

The catfish has a good sense of smell, too. Some compounds can be smelled by
catfish at a level of one part per 10 billion parts of water. 

Inside the catfish's nostrils, water flows over folds of very sensitive tissue,
which lets the fish sense certain things in its environment. The number of
these folds seems to have something to do with how strong the smell is. 
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American fishermen spend $7.4 billion on just
fishing gear. Rod, reel, lines, bait, and hooks are
all included in that. Assuming there are 60
million anglers in the United States, that means
each one spends $120 a year on equipment. And
when you consider that lines, hooks, bait, and
lures receive the lion's share of this money,
that's some serious fishing.
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Pro Tip
The best times for catching fish
are when they are most naturally
active. Fish are influenced by the
Sun, Moon, tides, and weather. 
Fish tend to feed more at sunrise
and sunset. The “morning rise”
(just after sun-up) and the
“evening rise” (an hour before and
after sundown. They also feed
when there is a slight rain or
drizzle. When saltwater fishing,
going during a full moon when
tides are higher than average is
also a good time. Also, about an
hour before and after high tides
and an hour before and after low
tides are good times to cast your
line.
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First, become comfortable in the water. Getting
aggressive in the water will scare off your prey, so
calm down. Relax, and move through the water as
if you were supposed to be there. 

Learn everything you can about the locale where
you will be diving. Each Spearo (nickname of an
avid spear fisher-person) will have unique
experiences and recommendations.

Before you ever enter the water, you need to be
ready. To succeed, you need to use the appropriate
equipment and use a spearfishing strategy that is
appropriate for the region where you are fishing. 

Tips To Improve
Underwater Spearfishing 
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Learn the tides and weather conditions for each of
your fishing spots. 

Avoid pursuing fish. Although you are a predator
in the water, you are not in your natural element.
Be calm and you will have much better luck.

Most importantly, use your gun with caution. A
speargun is a dangerous weapon. Safety should
always be engaged while hunting, and you should
never, ever point your weapon towards someone
else. 

Pay attention, and don't be shy about asking
questions. Log you dives and record what worked and
didn't work at each diving site.

What's the difference between a piano
and a fish? You can tune a piano but you

can't tuna fish!
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I love
spearfishing! 

29



Ever ponder the origin of the term "anglers"? It
derives from the word "angle," which means
"hook," in Old English. Therefore, persons who fish
with hook and line are referred to as anglers. So a
person who catches a fish using any other method
is not an angler.

You should set your reel's drag at
a number that is somewhere
between 1/4 to 1/3 of your line’s
breaking strength. 

Pro Tip
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Harry, I got
a big one!

Me too. 

There's a sucker born every

minute...especially when it comes

to fishermen. 
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While there is no reason for fish to swim backward, the majority of them
can if necessary. Sharks, however, cannot. Their stiff fins do not bend. As a
result, they cannot swim backwards or abruptly cease swimming. 
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Typically, the greatest ice fishing will be available when
the season's first safe ice forms. The fish are hungry,
haven't learned what to be aware of by the onslaught of
ice fisherman who will soon be tormenting them, and
they have been relatively unmolested by anglers for the
time when the ice is beginning to form. 

Early season ice fishing might potentially be hazardous
since the ice has not had time to become thick enough.
As a general guideline, aim for a minimum of 4 inches
of solid ice (see chart below). Always check the
thickness of the ice as you walk away from the beach,
and make sure you are wearing a life jacket or flotation
device. Never go out on the ice by yourself, and always
have a thick rope in your possession. Stay away from
regions where a stream or brook flows nearby, as well
as from trees or huge branches that extend into the
lake, as these features will absorb heat from the sun
and damage the ice. 

Different bodies of water will freeze at varying rates of
speed. This is significant. For example, a town reservoir
may not have safe ice even if you see someone skating
on a nearby slough. 

Ice Fishing Safety
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4"=1 person6"=1 snowmobile
or ATV8-12"=1 car 

or small pickup12-15"+ =1 SUV
or mid-size pickup 

Any body of water's south side of a hill will usually
freeze more quickly than its north side since it gets less
sunshine. Larger bodies of water take longer to freeze
than small, shallow ones. Ice often builds up on a pond
at a pace of roughly 1/2 inch each day during a good
freeze. So there should be some safe ice to be found if
you have a whole week with temperatures below
freezing.

ICE THICKNESS CHART

Ice fishing is the fourth most popular winter
pastime in the state of Wisconsin, after ice
skating, snowmobiling, and sledding respectively.
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Moral: KNOW YOUR
SURROUNDINGS. 

There's
no Fish
there.

Stop
drilling!

Dude,
There's no
Fish there

EITHER.

No, but I own this
skating rink!

Whatever. What don't
you

understand?

There's no
Fish here.

Is that you
god?

THANKS.

Fi
sh

lor
e &

 M
or

e
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Pro Tip
Minnows are the most preferred
bait for anglers fishing for
walleye. Shiner and flathead
minnows work well. When
targeting larger fish, 4-6" shiners
will weed through lesser fish and
get you 25"+ Walleye.
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Yes I have a retirement
plan.  I'm going fishing!

38

Sucker! 



The strategies are a little bit different for each
because of the variances between the two.
Steelhead that migrates during the summer arrives
in Washington and Oregon in the late spring. In
some areas, you can venture outside and begin
angling as early as May. Typically the lower clear
water leads the angler to use smaller, more
traditional fly patterns. Longer rods (12–14 feet)
work better for casting smaller flies, along with
longer Scandi lines for delicate presentations and
longer leads, which enhance the casting
experience.

Female fish from the summer run enter the freshwater
system carrying immature eggs. Winter steelhead, on
the other hand, arrive in river systems fully developed
sexually and are prepared to spawn. Summer fish may
stay in the freshwater system for much of the year,
whereas winter fish may only spend a matter of days in
the river system. 

Summer Steelhead Strategies 

Summer Steelhead vs Winter Steelhead 
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Fish in the summer are more aggressive and will
travel further to catch a swung fly, so you may
move swiftly through a run while looking for these
active fish by moving 8 to 10 feet between throws.
Summer steelhead catches can be some of the
most thrilling fly-fishing experiences an angler can
enjoy.  

Steelhead fishing in the winter is a very different
sport. Many winter fish move up little coastal
streams to spawn. Winter weather, including rain,
snow, icy roads, and high river flows, keeps many
the more timid anglers indoors. Skagit lines are
necessary to offer larger profile flies (like
intruders) and a sink tip to break surface tension
and present to fish at a lower level in the water
column. Shorter rods (10-11.5'), with shorter
Skagit heads and leads are needed for winter fly
fishing in order to swing the fly down and over the
tailout to the waiting fish. 

Winter Steelhead Techniques 
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Color dissipates the deeper it goes under water. The first color that fades
under water is red. Red disappears in as little as 15 feet. Thus, red is an
excellent line color if you are fishing in deep water since your bait will look
more realistic, and the line will appear invisible to fish the deeper it goes.
Another interesting fact is that Sockeye Salmon are the only fish that can
see red. 



Leeches are among the best live baits to use for
walleye fishing. Yes, those disgusting little
bloodsuckers are excellent fish bait. 

However, you might be thinking, "How do I catch
leeches?" While some states allow you to purchase
them from bait vendors, many regions require you to
gather your own. They can be caught using this long-
forgotten technique, and you can find them in ponds
with lots of cattails or lily pads. 

Put a sizable chunk of fresh beef liver inside a burlap
sack that has several dozen knife-punched holes in it.
Throw the sack into shallow water after tying off the end
with a rope. The bloody liver will be accessible to
leeches through the perforations and frayed fabric;
when you return and draw it in, bingo! You have some
fish bait.

Walley Love Leeches 
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It appears You
have a bad case

of fishingitis!
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Pro Tip
If it's hot outside, fish deeper. As
the temperature outside climbs,
fish retreat to deeper, cooler
water. During twilight and dawn,
fish feed in shallower water,
some more shallow than others.
You should research the fish you
want to catch.
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Fish have sleep-like intervals in which their responsiveness
to stimuli is reduced, their physical activity is slowed, and
their metabolism is reduced, but they do not experience
the same changes in brain waves as people do when they
sleep.
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Pro Tip
When fly fishing in the late
afternoon, a very effective setup
consists of a sparsely hackled
black gnat that is hung from an
attractor pattern.

47



Catfish can hear effectively despite having no apparent ears. Catfish are
water-dense, thus they don't need external ears. Sound waves in water
pass through a catfish. Sound waves vibrate a fish's swim bladder. This
intensifies sound waves, which reach inner ear bones (otoliths). The otoliths
vibrate, bending hairlike projections on the cells below them. These nerves
send sound to the brain. 
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Try tuna feathers, cedar plugs, and plastic skirted
trolling lures when trolling. Rapala-style plugs also
work. Because it can be trolled quickly, the Halco
Max makes a good trolling plug. When in doubt,
the colors blue, white, and green are frequently
appropriate choices. Single or double hooks are
less prone to bend or shake. The cedar plugs
don't seem like much, but they certainly do the
job. 

Bait and lures are effective methods for catching
Yellowfin tuna. Many methods will be effective.
Topwater tactics can be employed because these
tuna frequently eat close to the surface. Since
Yellowtail have relatively good vision, you might want
to try a fluorocarbon leader to lessen visibility. 

Chumming is frequently successful whether used as
bait or as a lure while fishing for all types of tuna,
including Yellowfin. You can chum with either live or
cut bait chunks. This encourages the fish to
congregate near the boat. 

Lures for Yellowfin Tuna 

A Few Techniques for Fishing
Yellowtail 
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If you find a group of fish that are feeding, you can
throw lures at them. Poppers are a good way to
catch them. Both conventional chugger lures were
retrieved in a pattern of "pop-pop-pause." A
consistent retrieve with a ranger-style bait
skipping over the surface frequently produces
fish. Yo-Zuri Sashimi Bull is arguably one of the
very best all-around poppers for tuna. It can be
popped slowly or quickly over the top, and the
colors are stunning. Since tuna have good
eyesight, a quicker retrieve with them is often a
good practice, but when they're really hungry,
they will sometimes bite lures that are just sitting
there. 

A stickbait that has recently gained popularity is
the Shimano Orca. It is swiftly worked close to the
surface.

And finally, when the fish are deep, metal jigs in
blue and metallic colors frequently work
effectively.
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And I'm not sure about you.
All fishermen are liars, except you and me...

=
51



Best Pro Tip
If you're going to lie, at least
make it believable.

Before he knew it, 
Schmidty had invented lacrosse.

52

https://www.britannica.com/sports/lacrosse


Tell someone where you're going, when you plan to
get back and their contact information in case you
have an emergency. 
It should go without saying, but many an angler has
died by avoiding this one simple rule. Never run a
river alone. Make sure your boating and whitewater
skills are appropriate for the river and the
circumstances. 
When you are in or near the river, always wear a
Personal Flotation Device (PFD) that is correctly
fitted.

River safety is always important. Here are a few tips
that could save your life. 

Riverboat Safety Tips
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Understand your capabilities for self-rescue and
swimmer rescue in whitewater rivers. Know when
to look for an eddy and how to use it. 
Be ready for weather extremes, especially the
cold. Understand the risks of hypothermia and
how to treat it. Recognize the early warning signs
and symptoms of dehydration and heat
exhaustion.
Wearing protective footwear and appropriate
apparel can lessen the risk of harm. 
Always carry a first aid kit in your boat, and be
familiar with its use. CPR and medical aid duties
should be learned or reviewed. 
Run rapids only if there is a clear passage
through them. After the winter and spring floods,
be on the lookout for fresh obstacles. 
Before you enter a set of rapids, give the boat in
front of you time to pass through it. In the event
that the leading boat gets caught in the rapids,
you have a way to get around it and prevent a
double calamity. 
If you are in waters that you don't know, or if the
water depths have changed due to runoff, or
some other reason. It is wise to stop and scout
downstream if you're in doubt. If you have any
remaining doubts? Portage may be the best and
safest solution.
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Education is important,  but fishing is
more importanter!

My wife says that I need therapy.
That's not what I need,

I need to go fishing.
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Here's a tip you may not have considered for catching
trout. Bee moth larvae are among the best baits for
trout. They are regularly offered for sale at docks and
bait shops under the name "wax worms". 

Three or four of these waxy-colored grubs should be
placed on a fine-wire hook, with the ends left to
dangle enticingly. A small cork float can be placed on
your line directly above the hook, this helps keep the
wax worms more buoyant so the fish can see them. 

Although few modern anglers employ them, many
older anglers still use grasshoppers and crickets,
which often proves to make excellent trout bait. Put
one on a thin-wired hook and fish it like a fly on top.
Avoid weight and use a light line. Send it out. Wriggle
it a little, and then wait for the fun. 

A Few Grubby Tips for Trout 

It says here that Waxworms are considered
a pest by beekeepers because they eat honey
and beeswax. Well, who doesn't like honey? 
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Thanks for the

lift, but where

are we going?
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Grouping gear for a particular species is a basic
fishing tackle storage strategy. Keep all your
largemouth crankbaits in one tray. Labeling each
tray helps. You can immediately grab bass lures
by labeling them "largemouth bass – crankbaits." 

You'll be more prepared and equipped to rerig your
lines quickly when you know how to organize a tackle
box using a strategy that is based on the techniques
you use and the species you target. 

However, make sure you have the appropriate tackle
box or bag for the type of fishing you enjoy before
thinking about how to organize a tackle box. Consider
a backpack-style tackle bag, for instance, if you're
learning how to fish from a bank or shoreline so that
you have more free hands for holding fishing rods. If
you fish from a boat or kayak, opt for a waterproof
tackle box with transparent trays.

Following a few basic steps will help you organize
your tackle box, tackle bag, or backpack-style bag.

Organizing Your Tackle Box 
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Adjustable dividers in tackle trays can help you
maximize storage space. 
Separate the soft plastic baits. Leave soft plastic
baits in their original packaging if feasible. Keep
bait shapes with a soft binder. Mixing delicate
plastic baits can melt or bleed. Find a fishing tackle
tutorial or video on storing soft plastic baits for
additional information. 
Use smaller trays for your hooks and tackle. Hooks,
weights, floats, and other small terminal gear
should be stored in little trays or compartments. 
Store pliers and larger items in front pockets. Store
line cutters and de-hookers in front pockets or huge
compartments. 
Keep your various line options in the side pockets.
Keep extra fishing line spools in side pockets or a
smaller backpack. 

These simple organization techniques will make your
life easier when you are out on the water. 
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Museum wall for Catch & Release Anglers Liars 

Notice no women areon the liars wall ofshame...

There's a
reason.
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Pro Tip
Tides affect fishing because they
move water. When current or
water movement increases, fish
are easier to catch because the
moving water increases the
activity of marine organisms they
naturally feed on.
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Here's a tip that you won't believe until you try it.
Once it's worked for you, it will make you a believer. 
As crazy as it sounds, put a slice of banana peel into
your cricket cage a day or two before you go out. The
banana peel gives the crickets some additional aroma
that bluegills love. 

Mussels and snails also make excellent bait for
bluegills and other panfish. FYI, catfish also love
them. 

 

Interesting Tips for Catching
Bluegill
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When you get the snails and/or mussels, put them in
a container with some water. Break open the snails
before putting them on your hook for fishing. As for
the mussels, use a knife to split open shell and then
slice the meat into. pieces before putting them on
your hook. 
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Solve all these equations, by filling in each empty space.

ouch!
That'll leave

a mark.
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Pro Tip
Your health could be put at
risk if you consume fish from
contaminated waters. Mercury,
dioxins, polychlorinated
biphenyls (PCBs), and
pesticide residues are the
contaminants of greatest
concern. Check for local fish
advisories to find fish that are
safe to eat.
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Pro Tip
Catfish rigs vary by method.
The Carolina Rig is a popular
catfish rig. This rig can be used
for boat or bank fishing. Santee
Rig is another effective catfish
rig.
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I can not lie. 

I like big fish 

Harold was always a
sucker for a pretty face.
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I'm so mad at my husband. He said that
a woman's pain is so extreme during

labor that she can ALMOST IMAGINE
what a man feels when a fish getsaway! 
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Pro Tip
Here's how to make your wife
happy when you arrange to go
out on a big fishing trip that she
may not appreciate. First and
foremost, prioritize her needs.
Otherwise, she feels like she's
an afterthought. If you have the
money, let her go shopping
while you fish. That way she
gets a fun trip just like you.
Also, make sure she feels
appreciated and can also get
some relaxation time. Consider
giving her a spa day, massage,
some chocolates, or something
else that she would like.
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But officer,
I'm sure that I'm not

over the weight
limit.

The day
the worms

fought
back.

It was two days into their honeymoon
when Jane realized that Jim was using
their time away as an excuse for an

exotic fishing trip. 
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1. Communicate openly. You must give the guide all
the necessary information to determine the finest
fishing trip for you. Always tell the guide how much
fishing experience you have. Be honest—don't oversell
your skill level. This will enable them give you time-
saving suggestions. 

2. Ask friends and other anglers you know and trust
whom they recommend. Ask about their experiences,
what to do, and what to look for in a guide. They may
also recommend useful guides they've used. 

3. Check Guides Out Online. The Internet has many
places where you can get local guides. You can send
remarks and queries about the website, and they may
help you. Sites like tripadvisor.com often provide such
recommendations with customer reviews. 

Picking  A Fishing  Guide
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4. Verify your guide's license. Many states and
countries require professional guides to be licensed.
Knowing that your guide is legal is preferable. A
licensed guide may be trusted for integrity and
honesty. Ask the guide for their name and phone
number, including state licensing.

5. Determine what you're paying for and how long the
trip will last. You need this information to arrange your
fishing excursion and bring items not covered by your
payment. Some packages include lodging, while
others do not. Asking about what is included will help
you determine if the services are worth the money. 

6. Get to know the guide that you are considering.
Determine if your guide is compatible with you. You'll
waste time and money otherwise. If you and your
fishing guide don't get along, the trip could be ruined.
Before starting your trip, call the guide to break the ice;
it will make you both comfortable on your excursion. 

7. Ask how long the guide has been operating. This
will help you assess the guide's experience. Choose
an experienced guide. They have helpful skills and
instructional strategies.
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I'm just another social drinkerwith a fishing problem. 

Me too!
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Pro Tip
Use baits or lures that can be
worked on the bottom near
ledges or drop-offs while lake
fishing for largemouth bass. You
should definitely consider giving
soft-plastic worms, lizards, and
jerkbaits a try.
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There aren't a lot of things
I enjoy more than fishing,

but one of them is...

Wait, there's nothing I like more
 than fishing. 
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What, you
've never 

heard

of pickled
 herrring

?
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Pro Tip
If you are planning a fishing trip
with children, always have
snacks and other activities
available for them. A child's
attention span is often short. The
key is to plan your trip properly so
that you and the child can have
fun. If they are having fun, it will
make your day much better. 
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In that brief instant, Wormy understood
 that he was the bottom of the food chain.

Faster Mick, we'll
never make it to my
favorite hole at this

speed.
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Fish communicate with one another via a range of low-
pitched sounds. They boom, hiss, whistle, creak,
screech, wail, moan, grunt, croak, and so on. They gnash
their teeth and rattle their bones. Fish don't have voice
cords, though; they create noise with other parts of
their bodies, such as by vibrating their muscles against
their swim bladder.
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Pro Tip
When purchasing worms,
request a paper bag and then
store them in the shade with a
couple of ice cubes. Your
worms will stay cool and avoid
drying out all day long in a
brown bag.
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I'm such an animal. Women
love me, and fish fear me! 

In your dreams
Dawg!!!

84

Fish tales before

cell phones.
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A day without fishing probably won't kill
ya...but why chance it? 



Pro Tip
Depending on the month,
different bugs and animals hatch
in ponds and lakes. If you are
unsure about the current hatch,
check with a local Pro Shop and
find out before you go. Also,
depending on the region you are
fishing in, try different things, like
lures that look like shad, frogs, or
grubs. Again, the local pros will
know what works best.
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Ok Pal, hand
over all your
fish bait or

else.

87

You say you have
voices in your

head. What are
they saying?Go

fishing!

Go fishin'.
Fishing
Fishing
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Pro Tip
When beginning as an ice
fisher, use "tip-up" ice traps or
a jigging rod to deploy bait
through a hole in the ice. Most
ice fishermen set out all their
tip-ups and jig if they find a hot
hole.    First-time ice fishers
should invest in tip-ups.
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Pro Tip
Check the label before spraying
bug repellent on clothing. Spray
DEET repellents on the outside
of garments, pants, hats, and
socks. It won't harm cotton,
wool, or nylon, but beware of
using it on leather.

GAMEGAMEGAME
OVEROVEROVER
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Sometimes youjust have to knowthe right type of
bait. 
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I SUCK

Wow, this guy
drinks more
than I do.
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Pro Tip
When it comes to catching
swordfish at night, dead squid is
the most effective form of bait. If
you cut open the stomach of
practically every swordfish, you
will almost certainly discover that
its stomach will be stuffed with
squid. Many swordfishers favor
using dried-out squid between 8
and 14 inches.
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awe
hell!!!

95

Work is for people who

aren't smart enough to fish.



YES! It's a
big one!

I wouldn't be here
now if I'd kept my

big mouth shut.
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Pro Tip
The most effective methods for
deep sea fishing involve trolling
with either natural or artificial
baits. When bottom fishing, it
might be helpful to use fishing
lures such as huge jigs or heavy-
duty rigs to lower your baits to a
greater depth.
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What's the world's healthiest fish to eat? 
What is the biggest fish in the world?
What is a lumpsucker?  
Some spearfishing masks have dark
mirror glass. Why is this? 
What are family groups of Dolphins
called? 
A soft-hackle nymph fly has just hooked
one of the types of fish that are
commonly caught using flies. What kind
of fish would this be? 
What three types of fish have the fewest
calories? 
What do you call a group of fish? 
What is jerkbait lure?
What bait is most commonly used to
catch Carp? 
Does the thickness of the ice impact
your ability to catch fish?

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.
9.

10.

11.

A FISHY QUIZ
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Find The
Tacklebox 

Yes, I fish like a
girl because I am
one. Now just try

to keep up. 
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The only difference between a
dreamer and a liar is the size of

the fish.
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Pro Tip
When fishing for Salmon, make
sure that your bait has
something shiny on it to get the
fish's attention. They like it
when there isn't much light, so
something that flashes in
deeper, darker water often
works well.
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Ten
hours

for this?

 If you 
want us to start biting,
then start sending down

real worms, not that
fake crap!
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Flipping jigs, often called Arkie jigs, are steady lures
that won't catch on rocks or weeds, providing them
more adaptability in shallow water. An enlarged hook,
molded lead head, and weed guard make up a flipping
jig. If you're fishing in a lead-free zone, try tungsten.
 
Flipping jigs exploit bass ambush tactics. Drop your jig
in weeds or on a rock shelf. Keeping a little slack in the
line, hop the jig along the bottom. This is a crawfish's
protective motion, which rock bass eat. 

Types Of Jigs

Swim jigging is the latest pro fishing technique. Swim
jigging combines spinnerbait and jig movement to
create a more realistic swim pattern. 

A swimmer jig should weigh no more than half an
ounce and have a bullet-shaped head for better glide.
Swimming a jig requires landing it in a weedy or rocky
strike zone and changing the retrieve speed. Avoid
retrieving the jig too rapidly, since this raises it out of
the bass strike zone. 

SWIMMING JIGS 

FLIPPING JIGS 

103



Many anglers struggle to forecast post-summer bass
activity and strike patterns. A football jig's distinctive
construction makes it ideal for landing bass during this
tough fishing season. 

Football jigs have a tapered head and a light, thin hook
that pierces the bass's mouth. Football-shaped head
produces surprising yet steady movement on rocky
ground. Dragging a jig across the water's bottom
causes it to bounce like a walking crawfish. 

Jigs are an all-season bass lure. With the perfect
moves and patience, you'll score big.

THE FOOTBALL JIG
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Little Brooke always wondered what had
happened in Big Cat's past life that he

wouldn't talk about.
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It is not difficult to fashion useful lures out of spent
ammunition. Start by drilling a hole in the center of
the shell. While working with centerfire cases, you
can easily remove the primers; when working with
rimfire cases, you can use a hammer and nail to
punch a hole through the base of the case. Paint
some colorful eye spots onto the case, and then
thread it onto the line such that it wraps around a
treble hook that has a yarn skirt. And bingo! You have
a great homemade lure.

DIY Lures  From  Old  Ammo
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The majority of fish do not have eyelids. 
Consider swimming all day while unable to blink. 
A shark is the only fish that can blink.

107



108



109

1/4 of all wild fish
contain plastic particles 
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With his new rod and reel, and great weather, Davie was
certain it was going to be a perfect day. 



It was the first time Jimmy saw the
little know Zombie fish
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When fishing in waters where
sharks are known to frequent,
avoid wading in deeper water
during early dawn or twilight (or
later) since that is when sharks
are most active and feeding.

Pro Tip
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I'm not lying; this
fish is as big as a

house...Really.

 Plastic waste accounts for 80% of all marine pollution, with around 8 to 10
million metric tons of plastic ending up in the oceans each year. Always pick
up your plastic so it doesn't pollute our water. 
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Move over boys and
let a girl show you
how to catch fish.

Little did Maurice know that
little Minnow had a real badass

big brother. 
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Try rotating the rod tip upward and to the side or from
side to side to imitate the swimming movements of
crawfish and baitfish. Then, reel the line in gently to
maintain tension in anticipation of a strike. 

To land a fish, you must use more skilled jigging tactics,
and some jigs are more suited for certain prey than
others. Here are the top three jigs and tips on how to
utilize each one to land your monster fish successfully. 

Although there are many different jigging techniques,
mastering the fundamentals is essential for properly
using jigs. Cast out your jig hook first, then wait for it to
sink until it touches the bottom. If your rig is very
sensitive, you should feel the spoon touch the sand. If
not, count a few seconds to be sure the jig is in the right
place. 

After that, jerk the rod's tip up and let the jig drop back
to the water's surface. Vary the direction of the rod
movement as you do the action again.

TECHNIQUES  FOR  JIG  FISHING
EVERY ANGLER  SHOULD  KNOW
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Pro Tip
Since salmon spend the
majority of their lives in the
ocean depths, they prefer
darker water, so overcast days
are the best times to fish.
Cloudy or rainy weather, dawn
or dusk are all the best times
for catching river salmon. 
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Men and bass have one
thing in common.  They both

get in trouble when they
open their big mouths. 
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Eye injuries with fishhooks are uncommon but not
unheard of. They can result in blindness or other
severe eye injuries when they do. 

First and foremost, do not attempt to remove the hook
yourself. Quick and professional ophthalmology care
at an emergency room or other surgical center is
needed to remove the fish hook. This is important to
avoid complications and minimize the damage to the
eye.

Fishhook  Eye  Injuries

Give a man a fish and he'll
eat for a day; teach a man
to fish and you can get
rid of him for at least
the weekend.
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Never attempt to remove a fish hook from an eye,
eyelid, or area close to the eye. 
Do not press anything against the eye that may
add any pressure to the eyeball. 
Use a metal patch, a cup, or even a paper cup to
cover the eye. Covering the eye helps prevent the
hook from moving. 
Take great care to avoid adding any pressure to
either the hook or the eye. 
Cover the unharmed eye if you can. If the healthy
eye is covered, the damaged eye will move less.
This might stop the afflicted eye from suffering
additional damage.

When the hook gets embedded, do the following, then
seek immediate medical attention. 
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No matter what you do, some days the fish
just won't bite.

Never met a person who can fish
and worry at the same time.
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Pro Tip
Replace your lure. Give the fish
something else to bite. Try a slower
lure if yours moves quickly. Try a
bigger lure if yours it too small. Or try a
totally different lure or bait. 
Change your casting. The overhead
cast is a classic technique, but it's not
necessarily the best. Sidearm casts are
just as adaptable and produce less
splash, making them desirable in many
scenarios. 
Get a fishing camera. The GoFish Cam
shows where and how fish are
swimming. Cast and reel to see the
underwater action. Using GoFish
Cam's Float Accessory is worth
considering. Many people have found it
to be a real solution.

Here are 3 Tips that can help on days with
the fish don't want to bite: 
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Cross the weeds quickly. The most common and
likely most annoying method of frog fishing is this
one. When you skim the frog across matted
foliage with steady rod twitches, bass will blow up
on it, but the fish frequently miss the bait. If you
skim the bait over the mat and then allow it to
remain motionless in the mat's openings, your
chances of getting a good hook set are increased.

Highlight Weed Edges. Skim a frog across the
weeds when fishing small patches of mats or lily
pads, and keep working it in the same way once it
slides into open water. 

The design of frog-style baits makes them ideal for
weed mats. The light, weedless frogs glide over the
foliage instead of bogging down in the muck-like lures
with exposed hooks. 

The frog is another bait a lot of anglers employ for
fishing in pond water and around places with brushy
areas or places with low-hanging tree cover. This is
one of the best topwater lures for fishing in weeds. 
 

 

Fishing With Frog Lures
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Try using woody area targets. Beneath willows and
cypress trees are other great places to throw frog
bait. The buzz a buzz bait makes when it vibrates
close to wood is similar to the frog wriggling
quickly. However, the buoyant frog has a clear
advantage over the buzzer because it may pause
and wait for a strike as opposed to the buzzer,
which must be kept going or it would sink.

Color Options for Frog Fishing. For fishing in clear
water on sunny days or in muddy water, use frogs
with black or dark colors. Chartreuse and white are
the ideal frog colors in clear or discolored water with
gloomy skies. 

Picking the right equipment. With a 7'6" heavy action
rod and a baitcasting reel loaded with 40-50 lb
braided line, cast a frog when fishing in dense
foliage. The majority of frog fishing applications call
for a medium-heavy action casting rod with a quick
tip. With each crank of a high-speed casting reel,
more line is drawn in, helping to close the gap on
long-distance hooksets that are common when frog
fishing.

When your lure lands in open water, keep twitching your
rod to make the frog's legs kick and thrust like real frog
legs. 

126



enough said. . . 
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DON'T FEAR
THE

We need morecowfish bell! 
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Fishing while wading is a well-liked method since it
allows anglers to have a more personal encounter with
their quarry. Here are a few wade fishing basics,
regardless of whether you're in a calm stream, pond,
lake, or river suitable for wading. 

Wading safety ensures your safety in shallow and
deep water. We'll help even the most seasoned
fisherman stay safe. Here's how to test the water,
identify risks, and wade safely. 

Take your time entering the water. With little visibility
under the water in most lakes and streams, rushing
into the water nearly guarantees a slip and fall. Water
entry requires caution.

Walking and casting is enticing but not a safe thing to
do, especially if you are not experienced in waders.
Casting while you are walking adds an unneeded risk
of falling. Waders fill quickly with water, and if you are
not properly prepared can drag you under the surface. 

Even experienced anglers can lose their balance when
walking and casting, especially in rough water. 

Wadder Safety
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Always plant your feet, then cast.

Wading fishing requires the same gear as other
styles. Wading shoes with good traction treads or
material is invaluable. Slick bottom shoes or flip-flops
are never wise to wear in the water. You will often not
see the slick mossy rock until you are already on top
of it. It is at those times that you need good traction. 

Some experienced anglers claim wade fishing gear
isn't complete without a stick. This permits smooth
navigation through thick sections and added stability
when footing is difficult. 

When wearing chest waders, a wader belt is
extremely important. If you slip, the water will rush
into the waders and pull you down. A wader belt can
save your life if you fall in deep or fast-moving water. 

Wader safety is a simple thing that often gets
forgotten. But planning ahead and planning safe
could well save your life. 
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Size does
matter

When it comes to
bragging rights!

I've tried trout magnets,

Panther Martin Spinners, Trout

Beads, and a dozen other top

rated lures.  What are you
using? 

Worms.
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Here is a cheap bait that catches channel catfish
better than practically anything. Buy some really
cheap hot dogs (the cheaper, the better). Cube
them. Put the chopped pieces into a zip-lock bag.
Then add a couple of tablespoons of minced garlic
and 2-3 teaspoons of unsweetened (note-
unsweetened) strawberry Kool-Aid. Red food dye
will also work in a pinch. Cover the concoction with
water, then zip it closed, and leave the bag in a cool
place overnight. 

Garlic provides another flavor/scent trail to the hot
dogs, which catfish adore for some reason. Kool-Aid
gives franks a vivid crimson color that catfish equate
with bloody wounds. This increases the bait's
appeal. When you're ready to fish, put a hot dog on
your hook, leaving the barb out, then cast.

A RECIPE THAT CATFISH
LOVE
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Dinner is
served.
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Lola the lonely mermaid finally
understood the humans' love of fishing. 
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Cute
piercing!

Come on sucker. 
 Make my day! 
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As Autumn approaches, we hear that bass fishing will
be abundant because fish have stocked up before
their lengthy winter hibernation. Without a doubt,
fishing is great in the fall, and huge fish certainly
appear more active. However, this change is due to
both the changing habitat and the migrations of the
prey as well as the bass searching for their last meal
in months. 

The metabolic systems of fish adapt to temperature
fluctuations to preserve life in the same settings they
have evolved in since they are poikilothermic animals
(who have blood the same temperature as the
environment). The chemical balances and heart size
of members of the sunfish family change
physiologically to prepare them for cold. As lakes get
closer to freezing, bass relative mobility decreases
and digestion slows, but they still bite well in northern
waters. 

Large suckers and shiners placed on tip-ups are
eaten by largemouth bass, who also hit lures jigged
below a hole in the ice.

Cold  Weather Bass Attack
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Many of the largest bass obtained each year in
northeastern areas are caught through the ice. 

Few North Country anglers fish for bass on frozen
lakes, which may be advantageous for conservation.
According to Roger Hugill, a fishery biologist with the
Minnesota DNR, a group of ice anglers attempted to
stop catch-and-release rules on a nearby lake. They
contended that the greatest time to catch the juicy
five-pound fish they liked to bake was during the
winter. 

According to physiological theories, bass only need to
eat roughly a third as much food to stay nourished at
40 degrees as they do at 70. Winter also marks the
lowest abundance of prey fish. But bass continue to
eat. 

Because key habitat is scarce in some systems,
especially rivers, bass tend to be sedentary during the
winter. However, underwater cameras in lakes and
reservoirs show bass cruising in both shallow and
deep waters, frequently coming closer to the camera
for a better view.
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We've been here for 3 days
without so much as a nibble. 
 I'm starting to think we may

be using the wrong bait. 
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If you've looked into new fishing rods, you've probably
noticed that each rod's design specifications mention
"Power" and "Action." Understanding these two
elements is crucial since a rod's performance will vary
greatly based on its power and action. 

As you choose your next fishing rod, you can have a
better understanding of these two design features. 

Rod Power 
If you wish to cast weights for beach fishing or toss
lures if you want a spinning rod, you need to take into
account the "power" ratings used for fishing rods, which
refer to the lifting capacity of each rod. 

Rod Action 
Now that you understand what a fishing rod's "Power"
is, we will explain what a fishing rod's "Action" is so you
have all the information you need. Fishing rods can
range in action from "Extra Fast" at one end of the
scale to "Slow" at the other. 

Rod Power and Action
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Since the bend on an Extra Fast action rod occurs just
at the tip of the rod, setting the hook may be done more
quickly because there is less of the rod to bend. Setting
hooks are typically slower with a Slow rod since the
bend extends much further down the rod, but these
rods are perfect for activities like fly fishing where the
extra bend is needed.

Examples of Rod Power vs Action 
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Fishing is kind of like sex.  When
it's good, it's great; and when it's

bad...it's still pretty great!
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Sometimes adult coloring can be the best
medicine for when the weather sucks,

and there's nothing else to do but dream
of your time on the water. 



The  proud dad!
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REVIEWS

If you liked this book, we would really
appreciate it if you could leave us a review. 
 Your reviews make us as happy as you
catching an 20-pound bass on a 6-pound
test.   

LAST NOTE:    

149

If you didn't like this book, just forget that you
ever saw this page.   
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ThankThankThank
you!you!you!
& Keep& Keep& Keep

ononon
Fishing!Fishing!Fishing!



Smilin' Don loves having fun.  His motto is "funny first."  He was
raised by a Dad who loved to fish and a mother whose only
fishing rule was, "if you catch them, you clean them; and not in
my sink."  

Don's number One goal in bringing you this book is to add a
little laughter to your life.   Hopefully, you've had some fun.

Smilin' D
on
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WATCH FOR MY NEW BOOK,
 COMING SOON! 



PUZZLE ANSWERS
Not in page order, and some maze puzzles we are not
helping you with. 

World’s Top Saltwater Game Fish
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WATER WAYS MAZE ANSWERS
1-10, 2-8, 3-18, 4-16, 5-17
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FRESHWATER GAME FISH 

Find The
Tacklebox 
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A FISHY QUIZ ANSWERS

What's the world's healthiest fish to eat? 
Alaskan salmon

What is the biggest fish in the world?
Whale sharks 

What is a lumpsucker? 
A fish

Some spearfishing masks have dark mirror glass. Why is
this? 

The original idea of was to hide the human eyes from
fish, It's controversial if it really works that good, but the
amber ones do get you more vision in really murky
water. 

What are family groups of Dolphins called? 
A Pod

A soft-hackle nymph fly has just hooked one of the types of
fish that are commonly caught using flies.  What kind of fish
would this be?  

Trout

1.
a.

2.
a.

3.
a.

4.

a.

5.
a.

6.

a.

What three types of fish have the fewest calories? 
 Cod, flounder, and sole

What do you call a group of fish? 
School

What is jerkbait lure?
 Jerkbait is a minnow-shaped lure that implements a
horizontal appearance when being reeled or pulled
through the water. 

What bait is most commonly used to catch Carp? 
Corn

Does the thickness of the ice impact your ability to catch
fish?

Yes

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.
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An angler's Basic Tip 
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